BECKGROUIIDER NO. 1-0436 HARCH 25, 1976 
LASZLO DOSA 


U.S. PRECAUTIONS FOR FLU EPIDENIC 
CEDITORS: THIS SCRIPT REPLACES ITEM HUMBER TWO, “ANTICIPATING 
INFLUE:IZA," IN SCIENCE NOTEBOOK NUMBER EIGHTY-TWO, DATED 
MARCH TVENTY-FIFTH.) 

ANNCR: THE DECISION BY THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT, TO 
PROVIDE THE ENTIRE ANERICAN POPULATION WITH] A VACCIHE AGAINST 
AN ANTICIPATED INFLUENZA EPIDENIC, LAUNCHES A PUBLIC HEALTH 
EFFORT OF UNPRECEDENTED PROPORTIONS. V.O.A. SCIENCE EDITOR 
LASZLO DOSA PREPARED THIS CACKGROUND REPORT... 

VOICE: THE LAST WORLD''IDE INFLUEHZA EPIDENIC IN 1918 KILLED 
TVENTY-iITLLION PEOPLE, PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICIALS FEAR THAT THE 
SO-CALLED SWINE VIRUS -- SI}IILAR TO THE ONE THAT CAUSED THE 
EPIDEMIC FIFTY-EIGHT YEARS AGO == HAY BRING ON ANOTHER GLOCAL 
OUTBREAK, 

DURING THE RELATIVELY MILD INFLUENZA OUTBREAK IN THE 
UNITED STATES RECENTLY, A NUMBER CF S!!INE VIRUS CASES WERE ALSO 
REPORTED, AND THIS HAS PROMPTED MANY PUCLIC HEALTH AUTHORITIES 
TO URGE PRODUCTION OF THE S\!ITiIE VACCINE AS A PRECAUTIONARY 
MEASURE. 

ONE TOP INFLUENZA EXPERT -- DOCTOR FRED DAVENPORT OF 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN -- POINTS OUT THAT "INFLUENZA, 
WHATEVER ITS VIRAL STRAIN, IS CYCLICAL. HE NOTES THAT THE GREAT 
MAJORITY OF THE WORLD'S POPULATION -- THOSE BORN SINCE THE 1918 
EPIDEMIC == LACK NATURAL ANTIBODY PROTECTION AGAINST THE S\JINE VIRUS. 

THE U.S. DEPARTHENT OF HEALTit EDUCATION AND WELFARE 
RESPONDED TO THE CALL FOR PROTECTIVE MEASURES. ITS PUBLIC 
HEALTH EXPERTS HAVE RECOMMENDED TO PRESIDENT FORD A CRASH 
CENERGENCY) PROGRAM TO PRODUCE ENOUGH VACCINE TO II!JECT 


TVWO-HUNDRED-FIFTEEN-iiILLiON AMERICANS. 
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THE SWINE VIRUS STRAIN HAS BEEN ISOLATED IN LACORATORIES. 
BUT PRODUCING MORE THAN T!YO-HUNDRED-i1ILLION DOSES OF VACCINE 
WILL BE A TREMENDOUS TASK. NORE THAN ONE-HUNDRED-HILLION 
FERTILIZED CHICKEN EGGS WILL BE NEEDED TO GROW THE VIRUS WHICH 
WILL BE USED FOR THE VACCINATION. DISTRIBUTING AND ADHINISTERING 
THE VACCINE TO THE ENTIRE POPULATION WILL BE ANOTHER HHASSIVE CHORE. 
BUT U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICIALS ARE CONFIDENT THAT THE VACCINE 
WILL BE READY GEFORE THE INFLUENZA IS EXPECTED TO STRIKE NEAT FALL. 
THE U.S, GOVERINIENT HAS TMFORHED THE WORLD HEALTH 
ORGANIZATION THAT THE SWINE VIRUS STRAIN HAS BEEN ISOLATED AND 
THE UNITED STATES IS READY TO SHARE IT WITH THE REST OF THE WORLD. 
A \I.H.O. SPOKESMAN TOLD TIHiE VOICE OF AMERICA THAT THE WORLD 
INFLUENZA CENTER IN LONDON HAS NOTIFIED ITS NINETY-FIVE 
AFFILIATED LABORATORIES IN SEVENTY COUNTRIES, INCLUDING CHINA AND 
THE SOVIET UNION, THAT THE VIRUS STRAIN IS AVAILAOCLE FOR 
VACCINE PRODUCTICN, 
THE GLOBAL NETWORK OF THE WORLD INFLUENZA CENTER 
HAS BEEN ALERTED TO TH ANTICIPATED S!'INE VIRUS INFLUENZA 
EPIDEMIC. THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION IS PAYING SPECIAL 
ATTENTICH TO THE SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE WHERE THE FALL SCASON HAS 
JUST BEGUN AID THE FIRST OUTCREAK CAN BE EXPECTED, 
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